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Latino Giving Houston presents its inaugural grant to The Austin High School Academic Achievers Program 

Houston, TX- October 27, 2010​ – Latino Giving Houston will present its inaugural grant award to the University of Houston’s Center for Mexican American Studies’ Austin High School Academic Achievers Program (AAP) on Wednesday, September 27, 2010, 6:00 pm, at Stephen F. Austin High School’s Cafeteria, 1700 Dumble Street, Houston, TX 77023. Dr. Tatcho Mindiola, Director of the Center for Mexican American Studies will receive the grant on behalf of the organization and offer remarks on the importance of education. 
Latino Giving – Houston (LGH) is a giving circle devoted to promoting philanthropy in Houston’s Latino community.  “I started Latino Giving because I have worked in the non-profit community for a number of years,” states Frances Valdez, co-founder of Latino Giving.  “I have witnessed a number of organizations doing important work for the Latino community suffering from a lack of funding.  Latinos will soon be the majority population in Houston and in the state of Texas.  We need to make sure that this majority is educated, healthy and able to run this country in the future.  Non-profits are doing the important work that is needed to mold the Latino community into the future leaders of our society.  Political leanings aside, Latinos are our future.  My hope is that Latino Giving Houston will also teach Latinos about philanthropy and encourage them to invest in their own communities.” Latino Giving - Houston members make annual $300 contributions to a charitable fund held by the Greater Houston Community Foundation*. The funds go to deserving organizations impacting the Houston Latino community in Arts and Culture, Community Development, Education, Health and Human Services and Social Justice.

The organization’s first grant will be presented to Austin High School’s AAP.  The organization’s intent is to increase the high school graduation and college enrollment rates in the East End area of Houston. The program provides tutoring, mentoring, SAT preparation classes, leadership development retreats, and academic workshops to its members. In exchange, member sign a contract to adhere to requirements including enrollment in pre-Advanced placement and Advanced placement courses as well as completing at least 3 hours of supervised studying and/or tutoring per week. 

When asked what impact the grant will have on the organization, Dr. Tatcho Mindiola replied, “It allows us to continue to work to reduce the dropout rate among high school students and prepare them for admissions to an institution of higher education, hopefully the University of Houston. Latino Giving Houston represents a new development in our community.  In the past we did not have these kinds of organizations and their existence illustrates progress.  Latino Giving Houston is not only very much appreciated it is also very much needed. “ 
“ We are proud to support Latino Giving Houston because this effort is allowing many young professionals to pool their resources in order to give back to their own community,” says Gasper Mir III, Governing Board Member of The Greater Houston Community Foundation.
*The Greater Houston Community Foundation strives to grow effective philanthropy by connecting donors to the causes they care about, providing excellent stewardship of assets entrusted to us, and convening resources to address important community needs. If you’d like additional information on philanthropy in Houston, please contact the Greater Houston Community Foundation at 713.333.2200 or visit www.ghcf.org
To become a part of Latino Giving Houston or for additional information, send your inquiry to LatinoGiving@gmail.com or visit www.latinogivinghouston.org. 

