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Latino Giving Circle Established in Houston, Texas
Houston, Texas - Thursday, October 22, 2009
Five Houstonians have come together to found Latino Giving – Houston (LGH), a giving circle devoted to promoting philanthropy in Houston’s Latino community.  Latino Giving - Houston members make equal contributions to a charitable fund held by the Greater Houston Community Foundation.  LGH founders are extremely grateful to KC Eynatten (Vice President – GHCF).  “Ms. Eynatten has been nothing but positive and encouraging since we first brought this idea to her in June,” says Frances E. Valdez.  “She put us in touch with other Houston based Giving Circles as well as philanthropic leaders in Houston’s Latino community, and even helped organize an information sharing session with the Asian American Giving Circle.,” adds Clarissa L. Valdez.  

LGH founders chose to partner with GHCF because they are committed to efficiently managing and growing members’ donations.  Starting LGH in a fiscally responsible way demonstrates the giving circle’s deep dedication to exceptional stewardship and governance which is vital to garnering and keeping membership and public trust.  Mario Salinas adds, "LGH makes perfect sense for today’s Houston.  Our goal is to assist in providing Houston’s largest demographic segment with the resources required to prosper and contribute to the greater community as a whole. Given the economy, LGH is also helping those non-profit organizations that have been doing great work in Houston’s Latino community for a while, sometimes even decades, at a time when the need for assistance is more urgent than it has been in years. "

LGH members will be engaged in the grant making process through the Grants Committee which will evaluate proposals from organizations making an impact in Houston’s Latino Community.  Beginning in 2010, Latino Giving - Houston will fund deserving organizations impacting Houston’s Latino community.  
LGH members are entitled to one vote toward determining recipients of Latino Giving - Houston grants in the following areas:
· Arts and Culture

· Community Development

· Education

· Health and Human Services

· Social Justice 

Latino Giving - Houston members commit to investing $300 a year.  Membership contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  Contributions should be directed to:

Latino Giving – Houston

C/o Greater Houston Community Foundation

4550 Post Oak Place
Suite 100

Houston, TX 77021
Contact us at: LatinoGiving@gmail.com
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